
THE PROPHECY OF DANIEL AND ROMANS 

Daniel Romans

1:12 “Prove” 
“prove” 12:2

2:18 “mercies of the God of heaven” 
“the mercies of God” 12:1

2:21 “He giveth wisdom ... knowledge” 
“the wisdom and knowledge of God” 11:33

2:43 “shall not cleave” 
“cleave” 12:9

3:1 “whose height was threescore cubits” 
“high things” 12:16

3:15 “who is that God that shall deliver you ...?” 
“who shall deliver me ...?” 7:24

3:25 “walking in the midst of the fire” 
“living sacrifice” 12:1

3:28 “yielded their bodies” 
“present your bodies” 12:1

4:37 “and His ways judgment” 
“His judgments, and His ways” 11:33

5:1 “drank wine” 
“drunkenness” 13:13

5:6 “his thoughts troubled him” 
“be afraid” 13:4

5:14 “light ... is found in thee” 
“put on the armour of light” 13:12

5:21 “He appointeth over it whomsoever He will” 
“are ordained of God” 13:1

5:29 “they clothed Daniel with scarlet” 
“But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ” 13:14

5:29 “and made a proclamation concerning him” 
“and thou shalt have praise of the same” 13:3

5:30 “In that night” 
“The night” 13:12



Comment: One of the main subjects of the prophecy in Daniel is Rome, its empire and the 
time after its empire, symbolised by the iron in the image in chapter 2 and the fourth beast in 
chapter 7.  It is not surprising, therefore, that the Spirit through Paul should make so many 
echoes of the prophecy in the letter to the Romans. The quotations divide into distinct groups. 
First, there are those from Daniel 1-3. Chapter 1 is about Daniel’s refusal to conform to 
Babylon. Chapter 2 concerns the image of four metals symbolising the various empires. 
Chapter 3 is about the image of gold which Nebuchadnezzar set up. Paul uses these echoes to 
encourage his readers not to conform to the world. Also, in the background there is an ironic 
contrast between the image and its metals on the one hand and on the other, the one body of 
Christ made up of many members. Secondly, Belshazzar’s feast in Daniel 5 is used by Paul as 
a type of the world, especially at the time when Christ is about to return. Pauls draws on 
Daniel’s behaviour in that chapter as an exemplar of how believers in the world should 
behave. In Daniel 7 the conflict between the Roman beast and God is used in Romans 6 as a 
type of how the believer should strive to overcome sin and serve God. 

From “among all nations” (Rom. 1:5) 

When Daniel and his three friends were taken to Babylon their godly Hebrew names were 
replaced with Babylonian names (see Daniel 1:7). But they remained faithful to the God of 
Israel. In Romans 16 many of the believers have names which are worldly. They keep these 
names, but spiritually, just as Daniel and his three friends lived lives which contrasted with 
their Babylonian names, so did the believers. But, given the links between Daniel and 
Romans, especially those concerning the image  in Daniel 2, several of the names stand out in 
Romans 16 because they direct attention back to the various empires symbolised by the 
metals in the image; Babylon, Medo-Persia,  Greece and Rome. This is shown in the diagram 
below. The names of these believers typified how people are called out from “among all 
nations” to become a member of the body of Christ. 

Nigel 

7:26 “to destroy it unto the end” 
“the end of those things is death” 6:21

7:27 “serve and obey Him” 
“servants to obey” 6:16

7:28 “... shall serve and obey him.  Hitherto is the end of the 
matter” 
“the end everlasting life”

6:22

9:20 “praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people 
Israel” 
“... prayer to God for Israel ...”

10:1
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